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The Implementation of  
School IPM in New Jersey
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IPM uses site assessment, monitoring, and
pest prevention in combination with a variety
of pest management tactics to keep pests
within acceptable limits.

Instead of routine chemical applications, IPM
employs horticultural, mechanical, physical,
and biological controls with selective use of
pesticides when needed.’

Consensus Definition of School IPM 
‘Integrated Pest Management’ (IPM) on
school property is a long-term approach to
maintaining healthy landscapes & facilities
that minimizes risks to people & the
environment.



1. Adopt& implement Policy
2. Develop IPM Plan
3. School IPM Coordinator
4. Education/training ‐ IPM basics
5. Record keeping ‐ pest & pesticide
6. Notification/Posting
7. Re‐entry requirements
8. Licensed Pesticide Applicators
9. Annual Evaluation of Plan

NJ School IPM Act‐Required
Minimal Requirements for Schools



NJ School IPM 
Act‐Required
Minimal 
Requirements 
for Professional 
Applicators…



Responsible School Authorities
1. Superintendent of public schools*
2. Board of trustees for charter schools*
3. Principal/lead administrator private*

School communities covered
1. Grades pre‐K to 12
2. Daycare sponsored/located by above*
3. Not Daycare ‘Centers’ (eg, in homes)
4. Not Colleges or Universities                        

NJ School IPM Act & Regulations of Schools



NJ Schools 
required to adopt 
their own School 
IPM Policy
with nine
minimal 
requirements per 
the regulations

School IPM Policy 

(NJAC 7:30 Subchapter 13.2)



Act requires schools 
to have site‐specific 
IPM Policy for each 
school; kept at school 
for which developed

School IPM Policy 

(NJAC 7:30 Subchapter 13.2)



School IPM Plan 
• Act requires schools to have site‐
specific IPM Plan for each school; 
kept at school for which developed

• RCE/NJDEP developed Model Plan 
in 2004 to assist schools 
₋ Template contains components 

that meet minimal 
requirements of NJAC 7:30 
Subchapter 13.2

₋ Optional form/format
₋ Supplemental information & 

template forms to detail and 
tailor the School IPM Plan 

• Develop & revise annually Basic 18‐page Model Plan
Complete: Directions, Plan, & Appendices

(NJAC 7:30 Subchapter 13.2)





School IPM Coordinator

• Appointed to implement the  School IPM 
Policy & Plan adopted by each local school 
board, charter school, and private school.

• May have one person as School IPM 
Coordinator for multiple schools; 

• All policies, plans, notification, posting, and 
recordkeeping and requirements of the Act    
& regulations must be school‐specific

• Point of contact for inquiries
• Must have working knowledge of  School 

IPM



• Mandatory; one‐time; no fee

• Coordination & registration:                        
NJ Assn of Buildings & Grounds

• Curricula‐
₋ Regulations: DEP
₋ Exterior IPM: Rutgers (RCE)
₋ Interior IPM: Pest Control Companies

• Cat 13 recertification credits offered

• Download Training Registration Form;  
Rutgers School IPM website: 
http://pestmanagement.rutgers.edu/ 
school/training/

School IPM Coordinator 
Certification Training



Designated School IPM Coordinator

• Name of IPM Coordinator 
• Address (physical & mailing) of IPM 

Coordinator’s responsible 
school(s)/ district 

• School identifier – county/district/ 
school code 

• Phone # ‐ IPM Coordinator 
• Email address (if available) 
• Statement certifying  completion 

of training 

NJDEP Form:
Provided to attendees at School IPM 
Coordinator Certification Training 



School IPM Coordinator 
• Ensure compliance by commercial 
applicators

• Keeps  copies of application records of 
ANY pesticide applied on school property 
– 3 years after pesticide application,
– 5 years after termiticide application

• Maintain SDS (if available) &          
pesticide labels for each pesticide used

• Maintains other records (eg, Policy, Plan, 
historical records of notifications, 
monitoring & pest management controls)



• Required for use of ANY registered pesticide on/in 
schools or on school property

• CORE certification required
• One additional category certification required
• Exemptions from Cat 13 license

– Mosquito 
– Right‐of‐Way 
– Gypsy moth
– Custodians using microbials/sanitizers
– Use of Minimum Risk pesticides only

Commercial Pesticide Applicator
Category 13: IPM in Schools



1. Pest Prevention Strategies Employed
2. Historical Records
3. Pest Monitoring & Identification
4. All pest control decisions
5. Copies of Any Pesticide Application Records

IPM in New Jersey Schools:
Pest control to maintain a healthy school environment

CLEARLY DOCUMENT 



The School IPM Law requires 
that after non‐chemical means of 
pest control have been considered 
and exhausted and pesticide use is 
deemed necessary, preference be 
given to using a pesticide that is 
classified as "low impact". 

The use of a low impact pesticide 
prevents the need for the school to 
post warning signs or send notices to 
all staff and parents. 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/pcp/ipm-lowimpact.htm



NJ School IPM Act‐defined
‘Low‐Impact Pesticide’

Formulations: Any gel, paste, bait 
Prescriptive list of materials

• Antimicrobial agent such as disinfectant
• Boric acid/disodium octoborate tetrahydrate
• Silica gels
• Diatomaceous
• Microbe‐based insecticides
• Botanical insecticides,  not including pyrethroid, 
without toxic synergists

• Biological, living control agents
EPA FIRA‐exempt active ingredients &/or inerts (“25b’s”)



“Minimum risk pesticide”

“…any pesticide or pesticidal active 
ingredients alone or in combination 
with certain inert ingredients that EPA 
has determined are not of a character 
necessary to be regulated under the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA); and have 
been exempted from the 
registration and 
reporting_requirements of Section 
25(b) of FIFRA, and 40CFR_part_152
of the corresponding regulations…”

Examples:
cedar oil
citronella
corn gluten meal
dried blood
garlic & garlic oil
lauryl sulfate 
malic acid
sodium chloride 
thyme
white pepper
zinc metal strips

EPA FIRA‐exempt active 
ingredients &/or inerts
(“25b’s”)



Cornell NYS IPM Program 
Minimum Risk Pesticide Profiles

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environme
nt/active-ingredients-eligible-
minimum-risk-pesticide-use
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COMMERCIAL APPLICATOR USE RECORDS FORM 
 

 
1. Place  Of Application  

 
Application 

Date 

 
2. Pesticide(s) 
Applied w/AI 

 
EPA Reg.  
Number 

Recipe (pest. 
conc./diluent) 

Mix 
Applied 

 
Application 

Site(s) 
Applicator 

Name & Reg.# 

 (Time applied if 
applicable)   

(Total 
Concentrate 

Applied) 

(Total 
Diluent 

Applied) 
  

1. 

 
       

2. 

 
       

3. 

 
       

4. 

 
       

5. 

 
       

6. 

 
       

7. 

 
       

 
1.     For agricultural applications, the PLACE OF APPLICATION is the name and address of the farm and the specific field or land area and crop that was treated. 
2.     The brand or trade name of each pesticide used or symbol representing such name, providing the business also keeps a list which clearly correlates the symbol used with full and complete pesticide products names. 
3.     For pesticide applicator business applications of a termiticide, the record must also include a diagram of the structure treated, depicting the lower level of the structure, the location of the termite infestations and 
visible damage, areas treated, and any significant items such as location of known wells, drainage systems and streams and ponds which may be affected by the application. 

THIS FORM IS AVAILABLE AT:

https://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/pcp/pcp‐pubs.htm
Meets minimum requirements of  N.J.A.C. 7:30-6.8 & 7.3

Use of this format is optional



NJ School IPM: 
Required Notifications to School Community 

1. Annual School IPM Program Notification 
Letter to Parents & Staff

2. Pre‐notification of use of non‐low impact 
pesticides

3. Emergency notice of use of non‐low impact
4. Indoor/outdoor posting of non‐low impact
5. School IPM Act Compliance Certification 

Form



Annual Notification 
by Schools
Who

• All staff
• Parents/guardians of                                
each student enrolled

What
• Notification Letter
• The School IPM Policy
• List: any pesticide in 
use/used wi/last 12months

• School IPM policy meetings 
scheduled

Appendix to Model School IPM Plan; see Rutgers   
www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu/IPM/SchoolIPM/plan



Non‐Low Impact Pesticide 
Use:  Notification & Posting 
Required of Schools

• Pre‐notification of all non‐LI pesticide use     
on school property
‐ all staff & parents/guardians of            

each   student
‐ at least 72 hours before pesticide use

• Posting of signs of this information                                   
at least 72 hours prior to application

• These requirements apply at any time of the 
year that children may be present



DEP‐Required Content of  
both Notification & Signs

• Pesticide Common Name
• EPA Registration Number
• EPA statement on sensitive 
persons

• Application location 
description/date/time

• Potential adverse effects of 
product

• Reasons for the application
• Coordinator contact information
• Further label information/ 
precautions/ public safety Appendix to Model School IPM Plan; see Rutgers   

www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu/IPM/SchoolIPM/plan

1 32



Notification
of Non‐Low Impact Pesticide Use 
by Schools: Acceptable Methods

• Phone call
• Written note: students take home
• Written note mailed at least 1 week prior
• Direct contact
• Email 



Posting Non‐Low Impact 
Pesticide Use Required 
by Schools 

• Size: 8.5” x 11”
• Placement: prominent 
in/adjacent & entrance(s)             
to treatment area 

• Indoor & outdoor 
applications of non‐LI

• Time Posted: 72 hours 
prior until 72 hours after 
application Appendix to Model School IPM Plan; see Rutgers   

www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu/IPM/SchoolIPM/plan



Compliance 
Certification Form 
(NJDEP)
• Commercial Applicator can 
submit  to School IPM 
Coordinator signature prior to 
application of any NON‐Low 
Impact Pesticides

• Verifies to applicator that 
School has completed advance 
notification and posting for 
NON‐Low Impact Pesticides

• Protection for Applicator 
Businesses specifically stated  
in the 2002 NJ School IPM Act

Appendix to Model School IPM Plan; see Rutgers   
www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu/IPM/SchoolIPM/plan



  

Notification of application
1. Posting for at least 72 hours 

• Bear the words:                                  
Pesticide Treated Area (1/2”high)

• ‘Pesticide Treated Area’ symbol 
2”diameter

• Name or license number of 
applicator or business

• Phone number of CA /AB
2. Legible from principal access points 

3. If no principal access points:
post at reasonable intervals
around treated area’s perimeter

Citation: 7:30‐9.1



Non‐low impact pesticides: 
Emergency Applications

May only be made when the health or safety of a 
student or staff member is  threatened!

Post‐application Notice by Schools
• Within the earlier of 24 hours or                     
the next school day

• The reason for the emergency
• Measures how will be avoided in the future

Posting of signs by Schools
• From application until 72 hours post treatment



Timing of Non‐low Impact 
Pesticide Applications

• Students may not be on the property unless both:
₋ Separate ventilation system for 

treated/untreated areas
₋ Smoke or fire doors separate the areas

• In advance of when students will be present for 
instruction or extracurricular activities

• Allowing for any label‐prescribed entry restrictions
• If there is no re‐entry interval listed on label, a 

minimum of 7 hours must be allowed prior to 
student re‐entry on school property

• Adequate settling or drying occurs in advance of 
when students will be present for 
instruction/extracurriculars



Michelle Newman-IPM Program 
Coordinator

Phone: 609-984-6518
Michelle.Newman@dep.nj.gov

NJDEP Pesticide Control
MC401-04A, PO Box 420
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420

https://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/pcp/ipm-intro.htm



Rutgers Pesticide Safety Education 
Program Website

Pesticide Applicator Training
• Licensing
• New Applicator Training
• Manuals
• Exam Schedule
• Recertification Courses
• Records & Forms
• Fact Sheets
• Pesticide Links

School IPM for New Jersey “Rutgers PSEP”



http://www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu/



Key Requirements of the School IPM Act

Rutgers FS001





Other Rutgers University Programs & Resources: 
• RCE Recertification Courses 
• RCE County Agents, Extension Specialists & Staff
• Rutgers Pest Management Recommendations
• RCE Publications Website
• Center for Turfgrass Science
• ProFact Certification 
• NJAES Office of Continuing Professional Education
• Rutgers NJAES Soil Testing Lab
• Rutgers NJAES Plant Diagnostic Lab
• Rutgers School IPM Website



Rutgers Soil Testing Lab

See https://njaes.rutgers.edu/soiltestinglab/
for soil sampling instructions & questionnaires

• Lawn, Shrubs, Flowers, Trees, 
or Home Vegetable or Fruit 
Garden

• Greenhouse Growing Media 
or Compost

• Field, Commercial Vegetable 
and Fruit, or Nursery Crops

• Golf & Sport Turf
• Technical Testing



Rutgers Plant Diagnostics Lab

http://njaes.rutgers.edu
/plantdiagnosticlab/

Diagnostic Services Offered
•Disease & Insect Pest Diagnosis
•Plant &Weed Identification
•Insect Identification
•Fungus and Mold Identification
•Nematode Assays
•Screening for Acremonium
Endophytes

•Fungicide Resistance Screening
•Other Services Available by 
Contract





Management of 
Natural Turf Sports Fields 
Bulletin E354. 2016. 9 pp.

Brad Park Turf 
Research & Education Coordinator

and
James Murphy, 
Extension Specialist in Turf 
Management

https://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/public
ation.php?pid=E354.pdf


